Homily For June 20/21, 2015
12th Sunday Of Ordinary Time
Readings: Job 38: 1, 8-11, Ps. 107: 23-31, 2 Cor. 5:14-17, Matt. 4:35-41

As our nation observes Fathers' Day, these readings are quite appropriate as the storm is symbolic of the tempest of life, and the only calm we have in this storm is Christ. In October of the year 2000, since is was a Jubilee Year, I and a couple of other priests with whom I was ordained decided to make a pilgrimage to the Holy Land and visit where Christ was born, ministered, preached died and rose.  One of the sites we visited was the Sea of Galilee which, for myself coming from South Louisiana and being used to seeing large bodies of water like the Gulf of Mexico and Lake Pontchartrain, looked much smaller than I imagined it would.  It's roughly the size of Lake Charles.  I then wondered why there would be such a panic with the Apostles when the storm blew – after all, they were'nt THAT far from shore and could possibly have swum to safety.  But our guide told us that when the winds stir up inside the mountain chain that surrounds the sea, the waters turn round and round as when one stirs in a glass or a bowl, so that there is a funnel that draws everything to the center and sucks it below.  That storm is a good metaphor for the winds of temptation and out of control passions that suck us in and destroy us; the only protection we have is Christ.  The difference between us and the Apostles is that they cried out to Jesus, “Do you not care that we are perishing?” whereas Jesus today cries out to us, “Do you not care that you are perishing?”

Our nation has experienced a terrible tragedy this past week in the city of Charleston, S.C. with cold blooded murder of several good people who were in their church praying, simply praying.  No matter what the denomination, these were people seeking, worshipping, and praising God in prayer, and they were mercilessly attacked – attacked by something uglier than racism, deadlier than guns, and more hateful than a flag.  They were attacked by a person who was under the influence of evil.  What happened in Charleston was nothing less than demonic.

I know practically nothing about this kid who murdered those good people, but I do know that when Christians are purposely attacked and killed while they pray, it is the work of Satan using those with no moral compass who are easily led by temptation and hate to commit the most horrible deeds.  We stand horrified, but should not be surprised, by what happened as day by day, hour by hour parents are mindlessly handing their children over to the devil by keeping them away from Christ.  I can only guess from his actions that this young man had little or no true, solid Christian influence in his life, and I seriously doubt any good influence or example from his family, especially from his father.  Do we not care that we are perishing from the storms of faithlessness and sin??? Don't we realize that we are being sucked in to our own death by our lack of morals and rejection of the Gospel???  And where are the representatives of Christ to families?  Where are the heads of the church of the home, the men chosen by God to be husbands and fathers??? Where are thy leading their children???  With a little help from a Christian blog writer named Mark Merrill, I found some useful points every father should teach his son and added the wisdom of the Church and some of my own thoughts as well.  What is a father's role?  I came up with this short rhyme: to lead, to guide, to protect, to provide.   
TO LEAD, TO GUIDE, TO PROTECT, TO PROVIDE
THINGS FATHERS MUCH TEACH THEIR SONS
(WHICH, IN TURN WILL ALSO BENEFIT THEIR DAUGHTERS)
1. TO LOVE GOD.  We were created by God for Himself and we are to love Him with our entire being – heart, soul, mind and strength.  This is the absolutely most important thing a father can teach his children.  They need to see their father as a man of prayer, who prays with his family attends Mass with them, and who follows the commandments always.  They see you as a generous, fair, honorable and trustworthy man. They also see you supporting the Church by volunteering for Church activities, joining Catholic organizations, giving to collections, following Church teaching and supporting, not criticizing, the clergy.
2. TO LOVE OTHERS. Loving others is a great and eternal duty.  Christ told us that we must love one another.  It follows that after loving God, we are to give selflessly and sacrificially to others, lending a helping hand whenever we can, and look for opportunities to do good.  Our children should never see us as small-minded or small-hearted.  This goes with self-respect and respect for others, being a man of integrity.  Love your family and let them know you are there to lead by example, guide them with sound advice, protect them from moral and physical harm, and provide for their needs.
3. HONOR YOUR OWN FATHER AND MOTHER.  Your children will treat you, speak to you, and speak about you the same way you treat and speak to your parents.  Guaranteed. Teach them that we honor and esteem our parents not because of their performance, whether good or bad, but simply because of their position as your parents.  You may not agree with them. You may not even like them. But we are to honor and respect them as parents; God gave us life through them.
4. BE A GENTLEMAN.  Teach your son that a firm handshake and looking another man in the eye carries with it respect, dignity, and strength.  I'm not speaking of arrogance, but humble confidence.  Teach him to open doors (even the car door) for women, to stand when she enters a room and at the table when she is seated, to offer assistance in carrying bags, etc.  Show him how to knot a tie, to dress appropriately, to shine his shoes, get a haircut.  Teach him not to talk with his mouth full or to be coarse and vulgar in the company of others.
5. RESPECT WOMEN.  For the past fifty years, because of certain modern ideas, movements and the so-called “entertainment” industry, respect for women has plummeted.  Women have, in general, been taught to abandon their femininity and men have begun to regard women as nothing more than a piece of meat to be had. Our children already know too well what the world thinks of human sexuality; they sorely need to be re-instructed in God's ways concerning human sexuality.  Young women must regain their sense of honorable womanhood which finds it source in recovering sacred motherhood, in seeing herself in her God-given role as helpmate to men and with him to bring forth and nurture new life. This, of course, happens in a variety of ways. Men and women must see one another as God's gift to the other, understand that the differences in our bodies, minds, and even souls are designed by God for us to complement one another working together making the earth fruitful physically and spiritually. A man must respect a woman physically by honoring her body as well as her person, with unmarried men and women accepting that the surrendering of their bodies to another in love is reserved for marriage and marriage alone.  Men and women must respect one another emotionally by understanding that we each have ways of thinking and acting peculiar to our genders. Women, protect your feminine dignity with purity and grace. Men, do nothing to any woman that you would not want done to your mother or sister.
6.  BE A MAN OF INTEGRITY. Christian writer C.S. Lewis defined integrity as, “doing the right thing, even when no one is watching.”  Be a man who speaks the truth and lives by the truth.  Respect yourself, respect others.
7. TAKE RESPONSIBILITY.  If you say you're going to something for someone, do it, do it right, and do it well.  Strive for excellence in fulfilling duties and obligations. If you make a mistake or fail to do something, man up and own it.  Apologize without excuses or blaming anyone or anything but yourself and pursue doing it the right way the next time.  Pay your bills and debts on time, learn to balance your checkbook, watch your bank accounts, don't spend on what you can't pay for. Keep organized.
8. WORK HARD. Christ was known as the carpenter from Nazareth. St. Joseph was a carpenter. Adam was a farmer.  Moses and David were shepherds. St. Peter fished.  St. Paul made tents. Work is good; God made man to work and the Church has always taught that human labor is a means through which we cooperate with God for His glory and the good of others; it is a tremendous means of sanctifying grace when our work is the fruit of our prayer and is performed as an act of service to God and neighbor.  From cooking meals to mowing the lawn, from sweeping floors to building roads, work is necessary for a productive life and a healthy sense of well being.  It is healthy for the body, mind and soul.  Teach your sons how To use tools, to fix something, to make something, grow something.  Balance work with spending time in family-bonding recreation: hunting, fishing, playing games, sports, short trips/vacations, especially to places where they can learn something.  Make memories.

As I said earlier, Christ alone calms the waves caused by disobedience to God and rebellion against His ways. In His human life and development, Jesus looked up to St. Joseph as a leader, guide, protector and provider.  This is, after all, what a father does, in imitation of St. Joseph who was simply imitating God and following His will.  A Christian father is called to lead his family to Christ by his word and example, to guide them in faith and morals by providing solid advice and helping them to make good choices, to provide for their bodies' physical and material needs, for the education of their minds, and the formation of their souls in faith and love.  It is to give his children a solid foundation for life by their hope in God and the desire for good.  But he cannot do this alone, and God knew that.  
With his wife, a man brings children into the world and with the love and support of his wife he accomplishes everything I've talked about today.  A wife must love and support he husband, never nagging him, ridiculing him, belittling him or contradicting him in front of the children.  Likewise, a man must love and support his wife, realizing that she is not his property or slave, but a helpmate equal in dignity to be cherished and respected with love and honor.  Children live what they learn, and they learn by observation.  All the marriage classes, books, seminars, etc., etc., cannot replace or make up for what a husband in wife in love with God, in love with each other, and truly loving their family can teach their children.  

Gentlemen, love your wives, spend time with your children and grandchildren.  Go to their games, plays, activities.  Encourage them in doing well. Pray with them, attend Mass with them. Have your meals together.  After God, make them – not your buddies, not work, the camp, the golf course – make them your priority, and like Christ, say to the winds and waves of life that threaten to destroy the Church, to destroy the family, to destroy Christian civilization to quiet down and be still!!!
